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Many books have been written about Jesus coming again to this earth and setting up
of his kingdom and sitting upon the throne of David and reigning for a thousand years. It
is then taught that the final judgment will be after the thousand year reign of Jesus on
earth. Though there are many books presenting this teaching, the Bible is the only book
which should be accepted as the final authority. Where in the Bible do we find this
teaching? Let us consider . . .

I. WHERE IN THE BIBLE CAN ONE FIND THE TEACHING THAT JESUS IS COMING
AGAIN TO REIGN ON EARTH ON DAVID’S THRONE IN JERUSALEM FOR A
THOUSAND YEARS?
A. IS THE TEACHING THAT JESUS IS COMING AGAIN TO REIGN ON EARTH

ON DAVID’S THRONE IN JERUSALEM FOR A THOUSAND YEARS TAUGHT
IN THE GOSPELS?
1. Primarily, the books Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are concerned with

the first coming of Christ. 
2. Each gospel is unique in the way it presents the glorious message of

salvation, but the clarity of the conclusion, that Jesus died on the cross,
was buried, and rose again, cannot be missed.

3. Matthew.
a. There is a distinctive Jewish flavor to the Gospel according to

Matthew that is hard to miss.
b. From the very beginning the genealogy of Jesus is given in such a

way as to connect him with the Davidic and Abrahamic covenants.
Matthew uses the Jewish method of determining linage through
Jesus’ earthly stepfather Joseph.

c. Far more than in any other Gospel, Jesus bears the title “Son of
David.”

d. Matthew presents Jesus as the King of the Kingdom. In Greek, the
term “kingdom of heaven” occurs 33 times, and the term “kingdom of
God,” four times.

e. Matthew quotes from, or alludes to, the Old Testament about 65
times, far more than any of the other gospels. 

f. Matthew wrote to encourage and confirm the persecuted Jewish
Christians in their faith, to confute their opponents, and to prove to
both, that the Gospel was not a contradiction of the teachings of the
Old Testament, but rather a fulfillment of the promises made to
Abraham and to David. 

g. The persistent emphasis on God’s kingdom and Christ as his chosen
king roots itself in the Old Testament, as does the concept of
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righteousness, which six times appears on the lips of Jesus and is not
once attributed to him by Mark or Luke.

4. Mark.
a. When reading the Gospel of Mark, one cannot miss that it was not

written to the Jews as the Gospel of Matthew was. All points to a
Roman origin for the Gospel.

b. Mark 15:21 singularly tells of Simon the Cyrene, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, who carried the cross of Christ. Romans 16:13
informs us that Rufus and his mother live in Rome.

c. There are many Latin terms.
(1) Legion (5:9).
(2) Praetorium (15:16).
(3) Centurion (15:39).
(4) Farthing - KODRANTES (12:42).

d. Mark is identified as the interpreter of Peter. It is believed that Peter
spoke in Aramaic and Mark translated. 

e. Mark quotes the Old Testament only once (1:2-3).
f. He translates into Greek some Hebrew and Aramaic terms (3:17;

5:41; 7:11,34; 9:43; 10:46; 15:22,34).
g. He explains customs of the Jews (7:3-4; 15:42).
h. He omits the genealogy and the early years of Jesus.
i. Makes few reference to the prophets.
j. Makes no effort to show the relation of Jesus to the Old Dispensation.
k. Does not use the word “law” a single time.

5. Putting all the gospels together, the message is that Jesus is the one of
whom the Jewish prophets said would come, that Jesus is now here, he is
the anointed (the Christ), the king of the Jews, he is the Son of God, all
must believe in him to be saved, and that he is coming again in judgment
to reward the righteous and punish the wicked. 

6. But, it is not taught anywhere in the gospels that Jesus somehow failed
in establishing himself as king, and that having failed, he would come again
at some unspecified future date to set up the kingdom which he was
unable to set up the first time. The gospels do not present Jesus as
failing to accomplish his mission, but rather present him as gloriously
fulfilling the prophecies concerning him.

B. IS THE TEACHING THAT JESUS IS COMING AGAIN TO REIGN ON EARTH
ON DAVID’S THRONE IN JERUSALEM FOR A THOUSAND YEARS IN THE
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES?
1. When Peter rose up to preach in Acts 2, did he teach that Jesus wanted

to come to set up his kingdom, but he failed to do so, but would come at
some future date to the earth to reign for a thousand years on David’s
throne?

2. Throughout the book of Acts, first Peter, then the ones scattered abroad,
and later Paul, are found going everywhere preaching the gospel. As they
go from place to place, do they ever teach that Jesus would one day come
again to earth and reign here for a thousand years on David’s literal
throne? 

3. If Paul tells the Ephesian Elders that he did not hold back any truth from
them, is it not reasonable to believe that if the thousand year reign is part
of the truth, that somewhere in the book of Acts, in even just one of Paul’s
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recorded sermons, there would be clear teaching that Jesus was coming
again to this earth and reign a thousand years? If this is such a vital
teaching of Christianity, does it not make sense that one of the apostles in
the book of Acts would tell the new Christians about this thousand year
reign?

4. The first Christians had many questions. They can even be found writing
to Paul asking questions (1 Corinthians). Of all the questions that the new
Christians asked, did any of them ever ask concerning the “thousand year
reign”?

5. If we combine the entire knowledge of the word of God of all members or
our congregation, we would have literally hundreds of years of Bible study
knowledge. Combining all of our knowledge, can we come up with any
clear teaching in the book of Acts concerning the denominational doctrine
of the second coming of Jesus to earth to set up his kingdom and to reign
for a thousand years on the throne of David?

6. If we divided the book of Acts into 28 chapters and gave each one of our
members a different chapter and ask each to look for the teaching that
Jesus’ second coming would involve him reigning here on earth sitting on
David’s throne for a thousand years, would we be able to find the teaching
in the Acts of the Apostles?

7. This denominational doctrine is not found in the Gospels and is not taught
in the book of Acts to the early church as it was being established.

C. IS THE THOUSAND YEAR REIGN OF JESUS ON EARTH TAUGHT IN THE
LETTERS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL?
1. That is, when Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus, at Corinth, at Rome,

and all the other congregations, and to Timothy and Titus, did he tell any
of them that Jesus was coming again to earth to set up his kingdom and to
reign on David’s throne for a thousand years? Read his letters. Where is
this strange teaching?

2. If he did not clearly teach this denominational doctrine, did he even hint
that Jesus was maybe considering coming to earth to set up his kingdom
and to reign on David’s throne for a thousand years? 

3. Not only is there no developed teaching of the Apostle Paul of this
denominational doctrine, there is not even a hint of this doctrine in the
letters of Paul. 

4. Read the New Testament, verse by verse, chapter by chapter, book by
book, looking for the doctrine that Jesus will return to this earth, set up a
kingdom, and reign in Jerusalem on David’s throne for a thousand years.

5. If Peter and Paul do not teach this denominational doctrine, then who
does? The answer is clear – denominational preachers!

D. IS THE THOUSAND YEAR REIGN OF JESUS ON EARTH TAUGHT IN THE
LETTERS OF JAMES AND JUDE?
1. There are twenty-seven books of the New Testament of which the known

writers are: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, Paul, James, and Jude.
2. What about James and Jude? Did they teach that Jesus was coming to

earth to set up a kingdom and reign on earth in Jerusalem on David’s
throne for a thousand years?

3. Jude’s letter is very brief in comparison to the other writings of the New
Testament. We have divided his letter into twenty-five verses. It should be
easy to check Jude’s letter for this teaching. 
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4. We have divided James’ letter into 108 verses. In those 108 verses, does
James clearly teach that Jesus is coming again to this earth to set up a
kingdom which he failed to set up when he first came and to reign on earth
in Jerusalem on David’s throne for a thousand years?

5. The denominational doctrine of “the millennial reign” is a well-developed
doctrine in denominational churches. Books upon books have been written
about this doctrine explaining in detail the many specifics of which they are
sure, yet, Peter and Paul are silent.

E. OTHER DOCTRINES ARE CLEARLY TAUGHT.
1. Our congregation has enough Bible knowledge to find in the New

Testament teachings on: Singing, Prayer, Communion, Giving, Idolatry,
Morality, Evangelism, Gratitude, Thanksgiving, Humility, Work, Fear,
Righteousness, Self Denial, Turning the other cheek, Love, Prophecy,
Power of God, Revelations, Deity, Keeping promises, Faithfulness of God,
Miracles, Justice, God’s hatred for sin, Judgment, The grave, Hell, Heaven,
Devils, Forgiveness, Repentance, Faith, Temptation, Sacrifices,
Obedience, Baptism, Remission of sins, New Covenant, Grace,
Conversion, Propitiation, Atonement, Justification, Resurrection, Death,
Assurance, Endurance, Perseverance, Commitment, Hope, Victory and
many other doctrines.

2. It should speak volumes to us that our congregation that can find all these
other doctrines, cannot find the doctrine that when Jesus comes again, he
is coming to this earth to live on the earth, to establish a kingdom which he
failed to establish the first time he came, and after establishing the
kingdom, to sit on David’s literal throne in Jerusalem for a thousand years.
Is there something wrong with you?

3. I would have you consider that if you cannot see this doctrine clearly taught
in the New Testament, there is not something wrong with you, it is because
the doctrine is not there.

II. WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE MILLENNIUM AND ABOUT CHRIST REIGNING
IN HIS KINGDOM?
A. THE OLD AND THE NEW TESTAMENT TELL OF THE KINGDOM.

1. Psa 145:11-13 (KJV) “They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and
talk of thy power; 12 To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts,
and the glorious majesty of his kingdom. 13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.”

2. Dan 2:44 (KJV) “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set
up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”

3. Dan 4:3 (KJV) “How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders!
his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from
generation to generation.”

4. Dan 4:34 (KJV) “And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up
mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I
blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever,
whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from
generation to generation:”

5. Dan 7:14 (KJV) “And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a
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kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”

6. Dan 7:18 (KJV) “But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom,
and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.”

7. Dan 7:27 (KJV) “And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints
of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all
dominions shall serve and obey him.”

8. Luke 1:33 (KJV) “And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and
of his kingdom there shall be no end.”

9. John 18:36 (KJV) “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not
be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.”

10. 2 Pet 1:11 (KJV) “For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.”

B. WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM THESE PASSAGES ABOUT CHRIST
REIGNING IN HIS KINGDOM?
1. His kingdom “is an everlasting kingdom,” and his “dominion endureth

throughout all generations.”
2. His kingdom would come in the days of “these kings” (the Roman Empire),

and “it shall stand forever.”
3. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.
4. His kingdom is from generation to generation.
5. “His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away.”
6. The saints of his kingdom shall “possess the kingdom for ever, even for

ever and ever.”
7. His “kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.”
8. “Of his kingdom there shall be no end.”
9. His kingdom “is not of this world.”
10. His kingdom is an “everlasting kingdom.”

C. THOUGHTS ON THE MILLENNIAL REIGN.
1. In conversations with some in the religious world about the end of the

world, they will invariably be heard to say that the Bible plainly says that we
shall reign with Christ on earth a thousand years when he comes to set up
his kingdom and sit upon the throne of David in Jerusalem. 

2. With all confidence they will say, when Jesus first came to earth he failed
to set up his kingdom. They will confidently acknowledge that it was the
intent that the kingdom be established, citing Daniel 2:44 and the other
passages already cited, but they confidently affirm that Jesus’ crucifixion
and ascension to heaven, effectively put an end to any hope of establishing
the kingdom and is evidence that Jesus’ plan to set up a kingdom has been
put on hold until such a time as he comes again to complete the
mission.

3. When the one who asserts such a statement is asked for the passage that
plainly teaches this, we have seen that he will not turn to the gospels, for
the gospels speak of the first effort to establish the kingdom. He will not
turn to the book of Acts, the epistles of Paul, the writings of Peter,
James or Jude, but will invariably and confidently refer us to Revelation
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20:4. You ask him if Revelation 20 is the only passage which specifically
mentions a “thousand years,” and he will say, “no, there is one other (2
Peter 3:8), but it is not referring to Christ’s reign on earth.”

4. But, does Revelation 20:1-6 clearly teach this doctrine, or for that matter,
clearly suggest or infer that this doctrine is true?

D. CONSIDER.
1. Revelation 20:1-6 does not mention the second coming of Christ. The

second coming of Christ is not the subject.
2. It does not mention a literal reign of Christ on earth.
3. It does not mention a throne of David being in existence on earth.
4. It does not mention Jerusalem or Palestine.
5. Jesus said that Jerusalem is not the place where men should worship –

John 4:21.
6. Jesus said that his kingdom is not of this world – John 18:36.
7. Those who believe in a literal thousand year reign on earth say that this

passage teaches all of these things, when it teaches none of these
things.

8. The exact words, which those who believe in a literal thousand year reign
say this passage teaches, are not there.

E. WHAT ABOUT A LITERAL 1,000 YEARS?
1. In Revelation 19 and 20 we read of:

a. A white horse and rider. Should we take this literally? Why?
b. Sword out of a mouth. Should we take this literally? Why?
c. Ruling with a rod of iron. Should we take this literally? Why?
d. Treading in a wine-press. Should we take this literally? Why?
e. Fowls flying to supper. Should we take this literally? Why?
f. Eating flesh of kings, men, and horses. Should we take this literally?

Why?
g. A Beast. Should we take this literally? Why?
h. A key, chain, and pit. Should we take this literally? Why?
i. Dragon, tail, and stars. Should we take this literally? Why?
j. A thousand year reign. Should we take this literally? Why?
k. Etc.

2. Are all of these literal? Are any of them figurative? Many will agree that we
are in a place in scripture where figures and symbols are used. In a
series of symbols such as these, is it reasonable to make a literal
application of the thousand years and figurative application of all the rest?
What was the trigger or key thing that makes us have to take the thousand
years as literal? The Bible says that God remembers his covenant unto a
thousand generations. Does God count a literal thousand generations, then
quits remembering his covenant?

3. Then what about the millennium? If the expression “a thousand years” is
figurative then it does not mean millennium. A millennium is a thousand
years, and if the expression “a thousand years” is not a literal thousand
years, then it is not a millennium. There never was a millennium.
Revelation 20 does not refer to a millennium (a literal exact 1,000 years).
The word millennium is not in the text.

F. REIGNING WITH CHRIST, BEING PRIESTS.
1. Revelation 20 speaks of those who will reign with Christ and who will be

priests.
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a. Rev 20:4 (KJV) “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them . . . and
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”

b. Rev 20:6 (KJV) “. . . they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years.”

2. What is the Biblical teaching about who it is that are priests and who it is
that reigns with Christ? What is the Biblical teaching about when they are
priests? Are there priests now? Does the Bible teach that priesthood is a
past event, a present event, a future event?
a. Romans 5:17 (KJV) “For if by one man’s offence death reigned by

one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)” 

b. 2 Timothy 2:12 (KJV) “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we
deny him, he also will deny us:”

c. Rev 1:6 (KJV) “And hath made us kings and priests unto God and
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

d. 1 Pet 2:5 (KJV) “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God by Jesus Christ.”

e. 1 Pet 2:9 (KJV) “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light:”

3. Christians are a “holy priesthood.” Christians are “kings and priests.”
Christians are “a royal priesthood.” 

G. THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF ONLY TWO RESURRECTIONS.
1. The first resurrection is at the point of our baptism.

a. Rom 6:4-5 (KJV) “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we
have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be
also in the likeness of his resurrection:”

b. Col 2:12 (KJV) “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised
him from the dead.”

2. The second is the resurrection when Christ comes in judgment of the just
and the unjust. 
a. Acts 24:15 (KJV) “And have hope toward God, which they themselves

also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the
just and unjust.”

b. 1 Cor 15:52 (KJV) “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

c. When the Bible speaks of the resurrection of the last day, it speaks
of only one resurrection. The word “resurrection” is never used in the
plural. The common phrase is “the resurrection” (Mat 22:28,30; John
11:24; Acts 4:2; 24:21; Phil 3:11). This resurrection is unto “life” or
“damnation” (John 5:29). “The” resurrection is the resurrection of the
just and the unjust.

3. Revelation 20:4 speaks of the souls that are reigning. The souls who are
reigning are those who have participated in the first resurrection – they
are Christians.
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4. Revelation 20:5 speaks of those who will be resurrected at the general
resurrection at the last day.

5. Note that Revelation 20:6 says, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in
the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years.”

6. Also note Rev 2:11 (KJV) “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second
death.”

7. The second death is being separated from God at judgment and being cast
into the lake of fire. 
a. Rev 20:14 (KJV) “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.

This is the second death.”
b. Rev 21:8 (KJV) “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable,

and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and
all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.”

III. WHEN DID JESUS KNOW THAT HE WOULD NOT BE KING? It is taught by some
that Jesus did not set up his kingdom when he came but that when Jesus comes a
second time he is going to set up his kingdom and reign a thousand years on earth
on the throne of David in Jerusalem. If Jesus failed to set up his kingdom, when did
Jesus know that he would not be King?
A. THE JEWS WERE LOOKING FOR A KING.

1. Is Jesus king? Is the idea of Jesus being king presented as a minor role?
That is, in the gospels, is Jesus thought of as king as much as he is
thought of as savior? In the New Testament, the word king is used 41 times
referring to Jesus, not to mention the 158 times that the kingdom (over
which he is king) is mentioned. Being distant from the mood and
expectation of the Jewish nation as we are, the idea of Jesus being king
often is not seen in its full weight. The Jews were looking for a savior all
right, but they perceived the savior to come in the mold of King David.

2. From the prophecy of Micah 5:2, of a ruler in Israel coming forth from
Bethlehem, to the infancy narratives in Matthew, Jesus is presented as
king.
a. Micah 5:2 (KJV) “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little

among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting.”

b. Matthew 2:2 (KJV) “Saying, where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.”

c. Luke 1:32-33 (KJV) “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David: 33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”

3. The fearful intensity with which Herod gathered the chief priests and
scribes and people together to ascertain the birth place of the Christ (the
anointed, the anointed to be king), and the cruel, brutal, and inhuman
execution of the children of the land, is a testimony to what was on the
hearts of the Jewish nation: their longing for the prophesied king. Luke
23:50-51 (KJV) “And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a
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counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just: 51 (The same had not
consented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathaea, a city
of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God.”

B. WHEN JESUS FIRST CAME, DID HE KNOW THEN THAT HE WOULD NOT
BE KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS?
1. Though he did not wear the robe of a king, the people acknowledged him

as king. Did Jesus know at this time that his kingship was going to be put
on hold?
a. John 1:49 (KJV) “Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi,

thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.”
b. John 6:15 (KJV) “When Jesus therefore perceived that they would

come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again
into a mountain himself alone.”

c. John 12:13 (KJV) “Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to
meet him, and cried, Hosanna: blessed is the King of Israel that
cometh in the name of the Lord.”

2. Throughout his ministry, Jesus taught that the kingdom was at hand.
When he was teaching this, was he aware that his kingdom may not come
as soon as expected?
a. Mat 4:17 (KJV) “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say,

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
b. Mat 10:7 (KJV) “And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of

heaven is at hand.”
c. Mark 1:15 (KJV) “And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom

of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”
d. How opposite is the teaching of Jesus in comparison to those who

say that the kingdom has not yet been established. Almost two
thousand years ago Jesus said, “It is at hand.” To be “at hand” surely
means near or imminent with regard to time. 

3. Did Jesus know that his kingdom would not soon be established when
Jesus taught some of the disciples that they would see the kingdom
come with power in their lifetime? Mark 9:1 (KJV) “And he said unto them,
Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which
shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with
power.”Luke 9:27 (KJV) “But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.” If we
believe the actual words of Jesus, but do not believe that the kingdom has
yet come, then we have to believe that there are some very old people
alive still waiting for the kingdom to come.

4. When Jesus preaches that the kingdom is at hand and preaches the
gospel or good news of the kingdom, was he aware about how his mission
was about to fail? Was he preaching good news knowing full well that there
was bad news? Mat 4:23 (KJV) “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching
in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.” Mark
1:14-15 (KJV) “Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe
the gospel.”

5. In this preaching, Jesus taught about the conditions of kingdom citizenship
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making it clear that humility of heart is the key to successful living in God’s
kingdom. When he did this preaching, did he know then that he would be
unsuccessful in establishing the kingdom? John 3:3 (KJV) “Jesus
answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:5 (KJV) “Jesus
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” In the sermon
on the mount Jesus taught that the kingdom belongs to those who are
“poor in spirit” (Matthew 5:3). Jesus does not say, “I am going to tell you
about a kingdom, how to get into this kingdom, and the character of those
who are going to be in this kingdom, but, oh, by the way, you will not be
able to enter the kingdom because this kingdom will not come in your
lifetime, but will come some two or three thousand or more years from
now.”

6. When Jesus taught his disciples to pray for the kingdom to come, did he
know at that time that his kingdom would be postponed and that they would
in fact be praying for something which he knew would not come about? Mat
6:9-10 (KJV) “After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven.” The disciples were taught to pray to God asking
him to set up the kingdom of Christ. Do you suppose that they believed that
the kingdom was not imminent, but that God and Christ would fail, and that
the prophecies that many of the Jews believed pointed to this time in
history were false prophecies?

7. Whether mockingly, as those who “platted a crown of thorns” and put it on
his head, “and a reed in his right hand” and “bowed the knee before him,
and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews” (Matthew 27:9), or truly
believing, Pilate spoke of Jesus as king at his trial, before the people, and
by putting a title on the cross “JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE
JEWS” (John 18:33,37,39; 19:14,15.19,21). Did Jesus know when he
died on the cross that he was not yet king of the kingdom and that
indeed the title above the cross was in fact not true?

IV. THE SECOND COMING. Thesis: Understanding what the Bible teaches about the
second coming also tells us what the Bible does not teach us about the second
coming - namely, the thousand year reign.
A. THE DOCTRINE OF THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST IS A

FOUNDATIONAL DOCTRINE OF CHRISTIANITY.
1. This means that it is not a doctrine that we can choose to take or leave.
2. It is inseparably connected to our assurance and salvation.
3. It is a doctrine that has been abused through the centuries such that even

predictions as to the time of the coming have been offered.
4. The denominations attach baggage to the doctrine in their teachings of the

“rapture,” “the millennial reign” and the “second advent.”
5. Some things that will not result:

a. No so-called rapture followed by seven years of tribulation. (The word
“rapture” does not even occur in the Bible.)

b. No war being led by Jesus.
c. No kingdom set up on earth. The earth will melt with fervent heat (2

Peter 3:10,12).
d. No thousand years reign on earth or on David’s throne.

Mel Martin, The End Times, Page 10



e. People will not be given a second chance to obey the gospel.
B. THE FACT OF THE SECOND COMING IS CLEARLY TAUGHT IN

SCRIPTURE.
1. Jesus and the angels say that Jesus is coming again.

a. John 14:2-3 (KJV) “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

b. Acts 1:9-11 (KJV) “And when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up,
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said,
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”

c. Revelation 22:7 (KJV) “Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that
keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 12 And, behold, I
come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according
as his work shall be. 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

2. The apostle Paul firmly believed that Jesus is coming again.
a. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (KJV) “For the Lord himself shall descend

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
the Lord.”

b. 1 Thessalonians 5:2 – What day is this? “For yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” 

c. 2 Thessalonians 1:10 – What day is this? “When he shall come to be
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe
(because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.” 

d. 2 Timothy 1:12 – What day is this? “For the which cause I also suffer
these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him against that day.” 

e. 2 Timothy 1:18 – What day is this? “The Lord grant unto him that he
may find mercy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things he
ministered unto me at Ephesus, thou knowest very well.” 

f. 2 Timothy 4:8 – What day is this? “Henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.” 

C. THOUGH JESUS IS COMING AGAIN, WE DO NOT KNOW WHEN HE IS
COMING.
1. 2 Peter 3:10 (KJV) “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;

in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up.” 

2. Matthew 24:36-44 (KJV) “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not
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the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 37 But as the days of Noe were,
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that
were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not
until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be. 42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come. 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh.”

3. Luke 12:37 (KJV) “Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he
cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself,
and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.
39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour
the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his
house to be broken through. 40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of
man cometh at an hour when ye think not.”

4. 1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 (KJV) “For yourselves know perfectly that the day
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say,
Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.”

D. WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN JESUS COMES AGAIN?
1. There will only be one resurrection, of the just and unjust – John 5:28-

29. Consider these teachings about the nature of our resurrected state.
a. The teaching of Jesus.

(1) The questions which the Sadducees would raise provide a
backdrop for the teachings of Jesus about the resurrection. They
would come to him asking such questions as who is married to
whom in the resurrection (Mark 12:18-27).

(2) The error of the Sadducees reasoning rests in both a low
conception of God and the assumption that a resurrection
implies simply a resuscitation to resume human functions,
including the physical side of marriage.

(3) Jesus taught that our resurrected bodies are on a higher plane,
far above the sexual plane, being in the same sphere as angels.
The mutual recognition by husband and wife is then irrelevant.
In Luke 20:36 we find that there will be no deaths. Marriage,
therefore, (in its relation to births) will not exist.

b. The teaching of the Apostles.
(1) Paul says, “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also

we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto is glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all
things unto himself” (Philippians 3:20-21).

(2) We will have a spiritual body, that is, a body belonging to the
realm of the spirit. We cannot categorically conclude that the
word “spiritual” is antithetic to or excludes “tangibility.” We have
examples of tangible spirits both in the angelic host, and with
Christ's insistence on his disciples being witnesses of a bodily
resurrection (Luke 24:39-40; John 20:27).

(3) When we read 1 Corinthians 15:52 and Philippians 3:20-21, we
do not come away with the understanding that if we were to go
to the grave of one who has been resurrected that we would find
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anything left behind. Our understanding is that somehow
(beyond our comprehension now) the vile body was not left in
the grave, but rather, was “changed,” “in the twinkling of an eye”
into a glorious body. There is a relationship between that which
was sown and that which is raised (1 Corinthians 15:35-44).

2. There will be a reunion – 1 Thessalonians 4:12-17.
3. The greatest crowd ever will be assembled.

a. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ . . .” (2
Corinthians 5:10). Paul also tells us that those who are dead will be
raised at the coming of Christ (1 Thess. 4:16). When he tells us that
ALL will appear, he is talking not only about those who are still living
at Christ's coming, but also those who have already died.

b. Jesus says, “and before him shall be gathered all nations” (Matthew
25:31). He also said, “and whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear
you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a
testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, it shall be more
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Judgment, than for
that city” (Mark 6:11). It can be seen from these passages:
(1) That Sodom and Gomorrah will be at the judgment.
(2) That only one judgment day is spoken of.
(3) That those who lived in the first century who did not accept

Christ will be at the judgment.
(4) From all this we can conclude that people from all ages will be

side by side at the judgment.
c. To bring this fact out clearly, Jesus said, “the queen of the south shall

rise up in the judgment with this generation . . . there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you
yourselves thrust out. And they shall come from the east, and from
the west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down
in the kingdom of God” (Matthew 12:42; Luke 12:28-29).

4. There will be a judgment – Matthew 25:31-33.
a. The scriptures speak:

(1) Acts 17:31 (KJV) “Because he hath appointed a day, in the
which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom
he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all
men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”

(2) Romans 14:10 (KJV) “But why dost thou judge thy brother? or
why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written, As I live,
saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue
shall confess to God.”

(3) 2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 11:22.
5. The greatest judge will preside. For Christians this is very comforting.

We are not left to doubt who it is that will be the judge (Acts 10:12; 2
Timothy 4:1,8; John 5:22).

6. There will be rewards and penalties – Matthew 25:34-46.
7. The greatest books will be opened.

a. “. . . the books were opened . . .” (Revelation 20:12). Many will say in
that day, “Lord, I did not know that your word said that” and “Lord, I
knew what you said, but I did not know that you really meant it.” But
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we have no excuse, for the Lord has told us by what standard we will
be judged – “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath
one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day” (John 12:48).

b. We know the standard and we better know that God really will judge
us by that standard. There is nothing that can be hid from God. He
knows about the things you have stolen and where they are hid
(Joshua 7). He knows about your adultery (2 Samuel 12). He knows
when we deny him (Peter's denial).
(1) Mark 4:22.
(2) Luke 12:2-3.
(3) 1 Corinthians 4:5.

8. The greatest separation will occur. “He shall separate them one from
another . . . sheep from the goats” (Matthew 25:31-32).

V. THE PROPHECIES OF JESUS AND THE THOUSAND YEAR REIGN. The teaching
of this point is that Jesus believed that the Old Testament both taught and prophesied
of him, and that it is reasonable to believe that all prophecies concerning the first
coming of Jesus were fulfilled. The necessary inference of this point is that if all
prophecies concerning his first coming were fulfilled, then the prophecies concerning
him being the Christ (the anointed, the king) have been fulfilled, and therefore the
teaching of a future coming to be anointed as king and then to reign for a thousand
years, is false. 
A. JESUS BELIEVED THAT THE OLD TESTAMENT BOTH TAUGHT AND

PROPHESIED OF HIM. (Note: Prophets prophesied because God told them
what would happen. Consider: Jesus did not do what he did because scripture
was written; scripture was written because God knew what Jesus would do.)
1. John 5:39 (KJV) “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal

life: and they are they which testify of me.” 
2. John 5:46-47 (KJV) “For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed

me: for he wrote of me. 47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye
believe my words?”

3. Luke 24:44 (KJV) “And he said unto them, These are the words which I
spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled,
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, concerning me.” 

4. Matthew 5:17-18 (KJV) “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 

5. Luke 24:27 (KJV) “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.” 

6. Luke 4:21 (KJV) “And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture
fulfilled in your ears.” 

7. Luke 18:31 (KJV) “Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them,
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the
prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.” 

8. Acts 8:35 (KJV) “Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.” 

B. A SHORT LIST OF WHAT THE OLD TESTAMENT TAUGHT ABOUT JESUS.
(Note: To find the New Testament reference, go to the Old Testament passage
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and check the footnotes.) As you examine the prophecies ask: “which one, if
any, of the prophecies was not fulfilled?” Also, consider, if any one of these
prophecies did not come about, what would that say about God’s
foreknowledge? What would it say about the power of Satan to stop the will of
God? What would that say about us being able to rely upon and trust in the
promises God has made to us?
1. HE WOULD OVERCOME SATAN - Genesis 3:15 (KJV) “And I will put

enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

2. ALL NATIONS TO BE BLESSED - Genesis 12:3 (KJV) “And I will bless
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.”

3. A SPECIAL CHILD TO BE BORN - Isaiah 9:6 (KJV) “For unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”

4. THE SON OF GOD - Psalms 2:7 (KJV) “I will declare the decree: the LORD
hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.”

5. THE TIME OF HIS COMING - Isaiah 2:2-3 (KJV) “And it shall come to pass
in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it. 3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.”

6. SON OF ABRAHAM - Genesis 22:18 (KJV) “And in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.”

7. OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH - Genesis 49:10 (KJV) “The sceptre shall not
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come;
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” 

8. SON OF DAVID - Jeremiah 23:5 (KJV) “Behold, the days come, saith the
LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall
reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.”
[See also Isaiah 11:1; 2 Samuel 7:12,13; Psalm 132:11; etc]

9. BORN OF A VIRGIN - Isaiah 7:14 (KJV) “Therefore the Lord himself shall
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel.” 

10. BORN IN BETHLEHEM - Micah 5:2 (KJV) “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have
been from of old, from everlasting.” 

11. THE SLAUGHTER OF THE CHILDREN - Jeremiah 31:15 (KJV) “Thus
saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter
weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her
children, because they were not.” 

12. FLIGHT INTO EGYPT - Hosea 11:1 (KJV) “When Israel was a child, then
I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.” 

13. A PROPHET LIKE MOSES - Deuteronomy 18:15 (KJV) “The LORD thy
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;” 
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14. HIS WORK AND PURPOSE - Isaiah 61:1-2 (KJV) “The spirit of the Lord
GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that
are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of
vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;” 

15. TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM - Zechariah 9:9 (KJV) “Rejoice
greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”

16. REJECTED BY RULERS - Psalms 118:22 (KJV) “The stone which the
builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.” 

17. BETRAYED BY A FRIEND - Psalms 41:9 (KJV) “Yea, mine own familiar
friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel
against me.” 

18. FOR THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER - Zechariah 11:12 (KJV) “And I said
unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they
weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.” 

19. MONEY USED FOR POTTER’S FIELD - Zechariah 11:13 (KJV) “And the
LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised
at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter
in the house of the LORD.” 

20. SILENT IN SUFFERING - Isaiah 53:7 (KJV) “He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not
his mouth.” 

21. NAILED TO THE CROSS - Psalms 22:16 (KJV) “For dogs have
compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they
pierced my hands and my feet.” 

22. CRUCIFIED WITH THIEVES - Isaiah 53:12 (KJV) “Therefore will I divide
him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered
with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession
for the transgressors.” 

23. CLOTHES GAMBLED FOR - Psalms 22:18 (KJV) “They part my garments
among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.” 

24. NO BONES BROKEN - Psalms 34:20 (KJV) “He keepeth all his bones: not
one of them is broken.” 

25. GIVEN GALL AND VINEGAR - Psalms 69:21 (KJV) “They gave me also
gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.” 

26. RAISED BEFORE CORRUPTION - Psalms 16:10 (KJV) “For thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.” 

VI. WHAT JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT HIS KINGDOM.
A. JESUS TAUGHT THE DISCIPLES TO PRAY FOR THE KINGDOM TO COME.

1. Scripture.
a. Matthew 6:10 (KJV) “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as

it is in heaven.”
2. The disciples were no doubt being taught to pray that God would set up His

reign, in a spiritual nature through the Messiah, during their lifetime. This
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prayer for the kingdom to BEGIN cannot be prayed in our day because
it has already been answered. We can, however, pray that God’s reign and
rule will come into the lives of men in our day as we preach the gospel.

3. When Jesus taught his disciples to pray for the kingdom to come, did he
know at that time that his kingdom would be postponed and that they would
in fact be praying for something which he knew would not come about?
The disciples were taught to pray to God asking him to set up the kingdom
of Christ. Do you suppose that they believed that the kingdom was not
imminent, but that God and Christ would fail, and that the prophecies
which all the Jews believed pointed to this time in history, were false
prophecies?

B. JESUS TAUGHT THAT THE KINGDOM WAS AT HAND.
1. Throughout his ministry, Jesus taught that the kingdom was at hand. When

he was teaching this, was he aware that his kingdom may not come as
soon as expected?
a. Matthew 4:17 (KJV) “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to

say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
b. Matthew 10:7 (KJV) “And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of

heaven is at hand.”
c. Mark 1:15 (KJV) “And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom

of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”
2. How opposite is the teaching of Jesus in comparison to those who say that

the kingdom has not yet been established. Almost two thousand years ago
Jesus said, “It is at hand.” To be “at hand” surely means near or imminent
with regard to time. 

C. JESUS PROMISED SOME OF THE DISCIPLES THAT THEY WOULD SEE
THE KINGDOM COME WITH POWER IN THEIR LIFETIME.
1. Scripture.

a. Mark 9:1 (KJV) “And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That
there be some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of
death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power.”

b. Luke 9:27 (KJV) “But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.”

2. The kingdom of God either came in the first century or we have some very
old people alive still waiting for it. That certainly is not true. The promise of
Jesus was kept as the Church was established on the Day of Pentecost
when the kingdom came with power. [Read Acts 1:1-8; 2:1-4] The
kingdom was in existence when John wrote from the Isle of Patmos
(Revelation 1:9).

3. Peter believed the teaching of Jesus. On the day of Pentecost, Peter
preached, and three thousand believed and responded to, a sermon which
emphatically taught that Jesus is now the anointed (the king) sitting on
David’s throne, whom God raised from the dead for this very purpose. 
a. Peter preached that when God “swore with an oath” that he would

seat one of David’s descendants upon the throne, that God was
looking ahead to the resurrection of Jesus. 

b. Preaching to the house of Israel, Peter tells them that they
“assuredly” now have their Christ, their anointed, their king when he
says, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and
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Christ” (Acts 2:36). 
(1) “Assuredly” – “beyond a doubt,” “for sure.” 
(2) God “hath made” – past tense, not “will” make.

D. JESUS TAUGHT THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM.
1. Scripture.

a. Matthew 4:23 (KJV) “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.”

2. Jesus’ “good news” was about the kingdom. But, was there really good
news about the kingdom? Maybe the news was not good at all! When
Jesus preaches that the kingdom is at hand and preaches the gospel or
good news of the kingdom, was he aware about how his mission was about
to fail? Does this sound like how the faithful and true Son of God, whom we
know and love, deals with those for whom he left heaven?

3. Was he preaching good news knowing full well that there was bad news?
The people were looking for a king, and many believed that Jesus was the
king for whom they were looking. Did Jesus take advantage of their
gullibility, feeding into their excitability by deceptively teaching about the
kingdom of God and saying that the time was fulfilled and that the kingdom
of God was at hand, when it really was not? Mark 1:14-15 (KJV) “Now after
that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom of God, 15 And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.”

E. JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT CONDITIONS OF KINGDOM CITIZENSHIP.
1. Scriptures.

a. Matthew 5:3 (KJV) “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”

b. Matthew 5:19 (KJV) “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

c. Luke 7:28 (KJV) “For I say unto you, Among those that are born of
women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he
that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

2. All of these passages, and many others, make it very clear that humility of
heart is the key to successful living in God’s kingdom. There is no place
for pride or arrogance. To be humble is to follow the example of the Master
[Cf. Philippians 2:5-8]

3. But, is Jesus teaching about living in a kingdom of which those listening to
him would never have the opportunity to be part? Is Jesus’ teaching about
the kingdom to these disciples, and later to the apostles, a teaching which
they in fact will never have opportunity to practice? That is, is Jesus
teaching them how to live in a kingdom which they will never see,
much less enter?

F. JESUS TAUGHT THAT MEN MUST SEEK THE KINGDOM FIRST.
1. Scriptures.

a. Matthew 6:33 (KJV) “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”

2. The word FIRST is the translation of the Greek word PROTERON and
refers to first relative to PLACE, ORDER, TIME OR RANK. Nothing,
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therefore, comes before or between man and God’s rule over his life. This
requires dedication on our part!

3. But, will all things be added unto them, if they will never be able to be a
part of the kingdom? Is it the case that they are merely to seek the “future”
kingdom and then all will be well with them?

G. JESUS TAUGHT THAT HIS KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD.
1. Scripture.

a. John 18:36 (KJV) “Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world:
if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that
I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from
hence.”

2. People who want to make the kingdom of Jesus a carnal reign, must deal
with these words from the Master’s lips. His rule is spiritual and His
kingdom cannot be shaken. [Cf. Matthew 16:13-20]

H. JESUS TAUGHT MANY LESSONS ABOUT WHAT THE KINGDOM IS LIKE.
1. Scriptures.

a. Matthew 20:1 (KJV) “For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man
that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire
labourers into his vineyard.”

b. Matthew 22:2 (KJV) “The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain
king, which made a marriage for his son,”

c. Mark 4:26 (KJV) “And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man
should cast seed into the ground;”

d. Luke 13:18 (KJV) “Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God
like? and whereunto shall I resemble it? 19 It is like a grain of mustard
seed, which a man took, and cast into his garden; and it grew, and
waxed a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches of
it.”

2. Jesus taught His disciples many parables about the nature of the kingdom.
In the context of Matthew 20, the Lord taught that “the last shall be first,
and the first shall be last; for many be called, but few chosen” (verse 16).
The same lesson is taught in the context of Matthew 22. In the context of
Mark 4, the lesson is that the kingdom will begin small but will grow as
people from “every nation” flow into it. [Cf. Isaiah 2:2-4; Acts 2:38-40] The
same principle is found in Luke 13.

I. JESUS TAUGHT THAT A PERSON MUST BE BORN AGAIN TO SEE AND
ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
1. Scripture.

a. John 3:3 (KJV) “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God . . . 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God.”

2. A “birth from above” is essential to being under God’s spiritual rule. As we
have studied in previous lessons, this involves obedience to the gospel:
i.e., faith (Hebrews 11:6), repentance (Luke 13:3), confession (Matthew
10:32-33), and Baptism (Acts 2:38). When a person obeys the gospel, God
adds him to the church (i.e., Body of Christ) (Acts 2:47; 1 Corinthians
12:18).
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