
REVELATION APPENDIX

Matthew 24 and 25

1. PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS.
a. One of two errors are often made in interpreting Matthew 24 & 25.

i. One error is to make everything within these two chapters refer to the second
coming of Christ.  With this error the wars, earthquakes, and famines are all
assigned meanings and are used as signs which foretell the end of the world.

ii. A second error is attributing all references to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D.
70.  (Some believe that the Lord came in A.D. 70 and that he will not be coming
again.)

b. Putting this chapter in context discredits both of these errors.  After the events of
Matthew 23, Jesus left the temple making the comment that not one stone would be
left upon another.  In Matthew 24:3, his disciples asked him saying, "tell us, when shall
these things be?  and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the
world?"  Two questions were asked.
i. When shall these things be (that is, when one stone would not be left upon

another)?
ii. What shall be the sign of thy coming and the end of the world?

2. JESUS ANSWERS.
a. To better understand the next few verses of chapter 24, it is important to look at

chapter 24 and 25 as a whole.  The beginning of chapter 24 through verse 35 stands
in contrast with verse 36 through the end of chapter 25.
i. One contrast is noted by signs given in the first part of Chapter 24, but after verse

35, we find that the atmosphere of uncertainty is presented.
(1) Signs - certainty.

(a) Verse 5 - Some will claim to be Christ.
(b) Verse 6 - There will be wars and rumors of wars.
(c) Verse 7 - Famines, pestilences, earthquakes (and on and on).

(2) No Signs - uncertainty.
(a) Verse 36 - No man knows the day or hour.
(b) Verse 37 - As in the days of Noah.
(c) Verse 42 - For ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
(d) Verse 44 - For in such an hour as you think not.
(e) Verse 50 - An hour of which he is not aware.

ii. A second contrast is noted in word usage.  In the first part of Matthew 24, when
it speaks of an event happening, the word day is used in a broad sense.  After
verse 36, the word refers to a specific day.
(1) Broad sense of the word day.  A Specific day.

(a) Verse 19 - those days. (4) Verse 36 - That day.
(b) Verse 22 - those days. (5) Verse 42 - What hour.
(c) Verse 29 - those days. (6) Verse 44 - Such an hour.

(2) When a specific day is mentioned, it has a well defined meaning in
scripture.
(a) 1 Thessalonians 5:2 What day is this?
(b) 2 Thessalonians 1:10 What day is this?
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(c) 2 Timothy 1:12 What day is this?
(d) 2 Timothy 1:18 What day is this?
(e) 2 Timothy 4:8 What day is this?
(f) John 5:25 What hour is this?
(g) Matthew 7:22 What day is this?
(h) Jude 6 What day is this?

b. A more careful examination of what Jesus really said will help us to understand his
teaching.  What does Jesus say as to the time of the destruction of Jerusalem?  (We
know from history that Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D.)
i. Verse 14 -  Jesus tells us that the gospel would be preached to the whole world. 

Be careful to note Jesus' exact words.  He did not say that the whole world would
be converted, but that the gospel would be preached.
(1) In Acts 2:5, on the day of Pentecost, we find that Jews out of every nation

heard the Gospel.
(2) In Col. 1:6, we find that the truth of the Gospel came unto those in Colosse

as it did in all the world.  Also, in 1:23, we find that the gospel was preached
to every creature which was under heaven.  The letter to the Colossians
was written in A.D. 60.  Therefore, we can conclude that Matthew 24:14
meets the requirements of the destruction date of A.D. 70. (See Romans
1:8).

ii. Verse 15 -  The abomination of desolation has been a thorn in the flesh for many
who study Chapter 24.  This problem is dissolved by examining a parallel
passage which identifies this desolation.  "And when ye shall see Jerusalem
compassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is nigh" (Luke
21:20).

iii. Verses 16-20 - Notice that these verses are local in scope and that this
destruction can be escaped.  It is virtually impossible to apply these verses to the
destruction of the whole world.
(1) Verse 16 –  They are told to flee to the mountains.
(2) Verse 17 –  Flight must be in haste, do not take any burdens.
(3) Verse 18 –  Do not even try to gather clothes - leave quickly.
(4) Verse 19 –  Woe to those who have the burden of small children.
(5) Verse 20 –  Hopefully it will not be in harsh weather - winter.
(6) Verse 20 – Or on the Sabbath day.    (See Nehemiah 13:15-20;  Acts 1:12

Sabbath day's journey is from Mount Olivet to Jerusalem.  Joshua 3:4 is the
supposed derivation of the distance;  Numbers 35:5). A meaningless
prohibition for Christians today.

iv. The coming of Christ, in contrast, is not local in nature.  Matthew 25:31,32 tells
us that when Christ comes, "then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:  and
before him shall be gathered ALL nations:  and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats."

3. MATTHEW 24:29-35.
a. Though many will not contest the interpretation given to the first 28 verses of chapter

24, when it comes to this passage, a voice of inquiry and oftentimes protest is raised. 
I shall now attempt to explain why chapter 24:29-35 does not refer to the second
coming of Christ and the end of the world.

b. I believe that if we were to read this passage as if it referred to the second coming,
there would be no doubt left in our minds that it DOES NOT refer to the second
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coming.  As we read the passage, we run into at least three significant difficulties if this
passage refers to the end of the world.
i. IMMEDIATELY -  How do we explain this word?  Can we say that immediately

after the destruction of Jerusalem that the Lord is to come?  Some people believe
that the Lord thought he was going to come immediately, but that the Lord was
mistaken.  This word will not let us interpret what follows as referring to the end
of the world.

ii. THE PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE - This parable explains all the preceding
signs.  Basically stated this parable says, when you see leaves on a fig tree, you
know summer is nigh, when you see these signs, you know the destruction is
coming.  But remember the clear Biblical teaching that there are NO signs of the
coming of Christ.  If there are no signs, then this parable does not refer to the end
of the world, but to the destruction of Jerusalem.

iii. THIS GENERATION SHALL NOT PASS AWAY - There is sufficient and good
reason to believe that the word generation means the normal life span of man. 
Not only is this the normal understanding of this word, but this is the way that
Matthew uses the word in his gospel.
(1) Matthew 1:17 - Normal span of man's life.  Mat 1:17 (KJV)  "So all the

generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from
David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and
from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations."

(2) Matthew 11:16 - People then living. Mat 11:16 (KJV)  "But whereunto shall
I liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the markets, and
calling unto their fellows,"

(3) Matthew 12:38,39,41,42,45 - Christ's contemporaries. Mat 12:38-39 (KJV) 
"Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master,
we would see a sign from thee. 39 But he answered and said unto them, An
evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign
be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:" Mat 12:41-42 (KJV)  "The
men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall
condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold,
a greater than Jonas is here. 42 The queen of the south shall rise up in the
judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from the
uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a
greater than Solomon is here." Mat 12:45 (KJV) "Then goeth he, and taketh
with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in
and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even
so shall it be also unto this wicked generation."

(4) Matthew 23:36 - This generation. Mat 23:36 (KJV)  "Verily I say unto you,
All these things shall come upon this generation."

(5) Matthew 24:34 - Our passage.
c. Pointing out these three difficulties does not always convince a person that 24:29-35

DOES NOT refer to the coming of Christ at the end of the world.  This is mainly
because of some of the Hebraic prophetic phrases that Jesus uses of which we, who
are students of the New Testament, are not familiar.  When Jesus predicts the
destruction of Jerusalem, he uses the language of the prophets of old.  He says in
typical prophetic Jewish form:
i. The sun and moon shall be darkened.
ii. The stars shall fall from heaven.
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iii. The powers of heaven shall be shaken.
iv. The son of man will be coming on the clouds.
v. There would be a sending forth of angels with the sound of a great trumpet.

d. These expressions are the very expressions that a Jew would expect a prophet to use
to tell of the destruction of Jerusalem, for the Jew has heard these expressions before. 
Let me suggest that the Jews of Jesus' day fully understood this kind of language. 
Jesus, at this point in his answer, is drawing heavily upon prophetic language.  Let us
now look at how the destruction of nations, kings, and cities were foretold in the Old
Testament.
i. SUN, MOON, STARS, AND HEAVENS.

(1) Isaiah 13:9,10 - Verse one tells us that this pertains to the destruction of
Babylon.  This was a prophetic way of saying that Babylon's glory was
eclipsed, that it no longer would shine like it once did in the days of its glory.
See also verse 19. Isa 13:9-10 (KJV)  "Behold, the day of the LORD
cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and
he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 10 For the stars of heaven and
the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened
in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine." Isa 13:19
(KJV)  "And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees'
excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah."

(2) Isaiah 34:4,5 - At the destruction of Idumea (Edom) the prophet says, "all
the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled
together as a scroll."  Isa 34:4-5 (KJV)  "And all the host of heaven shall be
dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their
host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig
from the fig tree. 5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall
come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment."

(3) Ezekiel 32:7,8 - Verse 2 tells us that Ezekiel is taking up this lamentation
"for Pharaoh king of Egypt."  He says, "I will cover the heaven, and make
the stars thereof dark;  I will cover the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall
not give her light."  Again, this is the way a prophet of God tells of impending
destruction.  Jesus is THE prophet of God and therefore speaks like a
prophet. (See also Amos 8:9; Jeremiah 4:23-24,27-28.)  
(a) Amos 8:9 (KJV)  "And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord

GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken
the earth in the clear day:"

(b) Jer 4:23-24 (KJV)  "I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and
void; and the heavens, and they had no light. 24 I beheld the
mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly."

(c) Jer 4:27-28 (KJV)  "For thus hath the LORD said, The whole land shall
be desolate; yet will I not make a full end. 28 For this shall the earth
mourn, and the heavens above be black: because I have spoken it, I
have purposed it, and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it."

(4) You might recall the prophetic way in which Joseph foretold of his family
bowing down to him.  The sun, moon, and stars bowing down to Joseph
showed subservience (Genesis 37:9) Gen 37:9 (KJV)  "And he dreamed yet
another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed
a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars
made obeisance to me.".  Some may ask, "why don't prophets speak
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plainly?"  It is answered, "they do!"  Their words are all too clear.  In heaven
their will always be light - no darkness (Rev. 22:5). 

ii. COMING IN THE CLOUDS, THE SON OF MAN.
(1) There is more than one coming of the son of man in scripture.  Matthew

16:28 tells us that he is coming in his kingdom.  This is not the end of the
world.  This was fulfilled in Acts 2.  Mat 16:28 (KJV)  "Verily I say unto you,
There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see
the Son of man coming in his kingdom."

(2) The expression "son of man" is not unique to Jesus.  In the book of Ezekiel,
God calls the prophet Ezekiel "son of man" no less than 91 times.  God also
calls Daniel "son of man" (Daniel 8:17).  Dan 8:17 (KJV)  "So he came near
where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but
he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall
be the vision."

(3) There is also more than one coming in the clouds.  "The burden of Egypt. 
Behold, the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt:  and
the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt
shall melt in the midst of it" (Isaiah 19:1). [See also: Exodus 34:5;  Numbers
11:25;  Psalm 97:2;  Jeremiah 4:10-13; Dan. 7:13, cloud - Ex 13:21; 16:10;
19:9; 34:5; Leviticus 16:2; Matthew. 17:5; 26:64; Acts 1:9; 1 Thessalonians
4:17; Revelation 1:7; 14:16.
(a) Exo 34:5 (KJV)  "And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood

with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD."
(b) Num 11:25 (KJV)  "And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake

unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the
seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon
them, they prophesied, and did not cease."

(c) Psa 97:2 (KJV)  "Clouds and darkness are round about him:
righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne."

(d) Jer 4:10-13 (KJV)  "Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! surely thou hast
greatly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, Ye shall have
peace; whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul. 11 At that time shall
it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, A dry wind of the high
places in the wilderness toward the daughter of my people, not to fan,
nor to cleanse, 12 Even a full wind from those places shall come unto
me: now also will I give sentence against them. 13 Behold, he shall
come up as clouds, and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind: his horses
are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us! for we are spoiled."

(e) Dan 7:13 (KJV)  "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient
of days, and they brought him near before him."

(f) Exo 13:21 (KJV)  "And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar
of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give
them light; to go by day and night:"

(g) Exo 16:10 (KJV)  "And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole
congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the
wilderness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud."

(h) Exo 19:9 (KJV)  "And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee
in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and
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believe thee for ever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the
LORD."

(i) Exo 34:5 (KJV)  "And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood
with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD."

(j) Lev 16:2 (KJV)  "And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron
thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the
veil before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for
I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat."

(k) Mat 17:5 (KJV)  "While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him."

(l) Mat 26:64 (KJV)  "Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless
I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven."

(m) Acts 1:9 (KJV)  "And when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight."

(n) 1 Th 4:17 (KJV)  "Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord."

(o) Rev 1:7 (KJV)  "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth
shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen."

(p) Rev 14:16 (KJV)  "And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on
the earth; and the earth was reaped."

iii. THE TRUMPET SOUND.
(1) In 1 Thessalonians 4:16 we are told that the trump would sound at the last

day, evidently a symbolic awakening of the dead.  1 Th 4:16 (KJV)  "For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:"

(2) The sounding of the trumpet is not reserved for exclusive use at the end of
the world.  The trumpet sounded the year of Jubilee, sounded deliverance,
and sounded destruction (61 times in 60 verses in Old Testament).  Isaiah
27:13 tells of the trumpet sounding the deliverance of God's people.  In this
passage it is from Assyria, in our passage (Matthew 24) it is from the
destruction of Jerusalem.  Remember, this was a destruction that could be
escaped.  Isa 27:13 (KJV)  "And it shall come to pass in that day, that the
great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to
perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall
worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem."

iv. THE ANGELS. 
(1) Angels were used by God in the Old Testament in dealing with cities. 

Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by God through angels.  Destruction
in Jerusalem at the hands of angels was nothing new (1 Chronicles 21:15).
1 Chr 21:15 (KJV)  "And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it:
and as he was destroying, the LORD beheld, and he repented him of the
evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand.
And the angel of the LORD stood by the threshingfloor of Ornan the
Jebusite."

(2) But besides destruction, angels assisted in getting God's people to flee
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cities that were doomed for destruction.  We remember the angels that "laid
hold upon" Lot, his wife, and two daughters "and set him without the city"
(Genesis 19:16).  Gen 19:16 (KJV)  "And while he lingered, the men laid
hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his
two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him
forth, and set him without the city."

e. The Jews of Jesus' day unmistakably understood this prophetic language.  When
foreign nations were about to be destroyed, this kind of vivid language was used to
describe their destruction.  It is lamentable that language once used against those who
would attack the city of God is now being used against it.  

4. "BUT OF THAT DAY AND HOUR KNOWETH NO MAN" - MATTHEW 24:36-51.
a. Verses 36-41 - In these verses three cases are given to teach that no one knows

when Christ is coming in the final judgment.  Remember that this whole idea of not
knowing stands in stark contrast to the many signs and warnings given that we might
know of the impending destruction of the temple. Verse 36 is the clear teaching of
Jesus concerning when the end of the world will be.  Not even the angels of heaven
know.
i. It shall be as in the days of Noah when the people continued on with their daily

life not suspecting their imminent destruction.  
(1) In the days of Noah the people had no greater concern than eating and

drinking. One eats to sustain the body for another day.  By implication,
eating is a looking to the future.

(2) They were marrying and giving in marriage as if there would be many
tomorrows. 

(3) As a matter of fact they "knew not until the flood came, and took them all
away;  so shall also the coming of the Son of man be"  (Verse 39).

ii. They shall be engaged in their normal occupations.  They will be in the field
working and "one shall be taken, and the other left" (Verse 40).  This is not like
the destruction of the temple where all in the field could flee and escape.  

iii. In like manner "two women shall be grinding at the mill;  the one shall be taken,
and the other left."  At the destruction of the temple (according to the impressions
which Josephus gives us), no woman will be grinding at the mill for there would
be nothing to grind.  This illustration teaches the suddenness of the coming of the
Son of man, a coming for which there is no warning. 

b. Verses 42-51 - In these verses two illustrations are given teaching preparedness "for
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh."
i. Jesus gives the thief illustration in verses 42-44.  The teaching is that a thief

comes unexpectedly without warning.  Constant vigilance is necessary in being
prepared for the final judgment.
(1) A key to understanding this illustration is in the expression “if the

goodman . . . had known.” 
(2) The fact is, however, that he did not know when the thief would come. 

When Jesus comes again there will be no signs, unlike the many signs
pointing to the destruction of Jerusalem.

(3) If there are signs, one can watch for the signs and it is reasonable to believe
that the goodman “would have watched.”

(4) Since there will be no warning, we must be ready “for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh.”
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ii. Jesus also gives the illustration of the wise and foolish servant in verse 45-51 to
teach the necessity of consistent, persistent obedience.
(1) The question is asked, “who then is a faithful and wise servant?”
(2) It is the servant who is found to be doing the will of his lord when his lord

comes even when his lord comes unexpectedly.
(3) The servant must be ready all of the time, for the coming of his lord will be

“in a day when he looketh not for him.”
(4) There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth if he is not faithfully serving

when his lord comes unexpectedly.

5. EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT AND LIFE ETERNAL - MATTHEW 25.

a. Verses 1-13 - The teaching which Jesus desires that we obtain from the parable of the
wise and foolish virgins is "watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh" (verse 13).
i. Jesus tells in this parable of five who were prepared for the bridegroom's arrival

(whom Jesus interprets to be "the Son of man) and five who were not prepared
for the coming of the bridegroom.  Preparation is a must, for when He comes we
will not on the spur of the moment be able to make ready.

ii. As with all parables, we are not to dissect it to obtain more from it than the clear
teaching which Jesus intended.  We are not to ask "what do the lamps
represent?" or "who are the ones who sell the oil?"  What we are to learn from
this parable is that we are to watch for we do not know when the Son of man
cometh (verse 13).

b. Verses 14-30 - The teaching of the parable of the talents is that of proper and
accountable service which prepares one for the Lord's coming.  
i. This parable tells of a man who gives his servants talents and then goes into a

far country only to return after a long time to reckon with his servants.
ii. Among his servants were found both righteousness and wickedness.  The

righteous were told "well done" and entered into the joy of their lord.  The wicked
one was cast into "outer darkness."  The parable clearly teaches concerning
preparedness with accountable service.

c. Verses 31-46 -  The teaching of these last verses of Matthew 25 neither addresses
watchfulness nor preparedness, but the nature of the judgment.  That is, these verses
do not admonish us to make ready (for the time to prepare is past), but rather, help us
to have some kind of understanding of what will take place at the judgment.
i. Verses 31-33 - When the Son of man comes in his glory there will be a great

separation.
ii. Verses 34-40 - The King will say to the righteous on his right hand "come, ye

blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world."

iii. Verses 41-45 - The King will say unto those on the left hand, "depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."

iv. Verse 46 - This verse sums up Jesus' teaching of what will happen at the last
day.  "And these shall go away into everlasting punishment:  but the righteous
into life eternal."

d. Matthew 24 begins by pointing the disciples to a number of signs which foretell of a
destruction which may be escaped.  Matthew 25 ends with all nations being gathered
and being divided at a judgment with no escape possible.
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