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“By Faith the Walls of Jericho Fell Down” – Hebrews 11:30

I. THE CITY IS A GIFT, BUT THE RECEPTION OF THE GIFT IS CONDITIONED UPON FOLLOWING
GOD’S INSTRUCTIONS.
A. God stated that He had given them the city (Joshua 6:2,16). 

1. The city is a gift, but the reception of the gift is conditioned upon following God’s instructions. 
2. Today, salvation is a gift conditioned upon following God’s instructions for receiving it. Faith

(which is manifested by repentance and baptism) is a condition placed upon man for the
reception of the gift.

B. Israel did not attack the city according to regular military strategy, but followed the instructions of
the Lord by faith.
1. Once a day for six days the Israelites marched around the city (6:3).
2. On the seventh day when they marched around it seven times (6:4,15), the walls of the city fell

and they could enter and take possession (6:5).
3. The Israelites, however, were not allowed to appropriate any of the spoils for themselves. The

things that were not destroyed, metallic objects, were placed in the treasury of the Lord
(6:19,24).

4. Except for Rahab and her father’s household, the inhabitants of Jericho were wiped out (6:21-
23).

II. THE WALLS FALLING BY FAITH TEACHES US MANY LESSONS.
A. THE DIFFERENCE IN GOD’S WAY AND MAN’S WAY (ISA 55:8-9).

1. A military mind would consider it foolish to attack a city as was done at Jericho.
a. God’s way accomplished the goal He had in mind.
b. If God’s way worked at Jericho, surely it will accomplish His purpose today.

2. Let us never question the purpose of God’s instructions. Let us have enough faith to do what
God says and expect His way to succeed. For example, consider the world’s attitude toward
baptism.
a. The instructions on baptism are very plain (Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16).
b. Many people stumble regarding baptism because they cannot see the connection

between the command to be baptized and the promise of salvation.
c. Many question the effectiveness of baptism; but, it is God’s way, and God’s way will

work.
B. THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD.

1. There can be no doubt but that the walls of Jericho fell by the power of God.
a. There was nothing the Israelites did that caused the walls of Jericho to fall – the vibration

created by their march, their shout, etc.
b. The walls fell because God unleashed His mighty power.

2. God’s mighty power brought into existence the complicated world in which we live.
a. He brought into existence a complex and orderly solar system.
b. He brought into existence our complex bodies in which our spirits dwell.
c. There are many things which God made which the minds of the world’s most intelligent

people cannot fathom.
3. Surely the fall of the walls of Jericho was a small undertaking for our mighty God.

C. THE RELATIONSHIP OF GRACE, FAITH, AND OBEDIENCE (HEB 11:30).
1. Heb 11:30 - They trusted that if they did what God said, they would receive the blessing that

God promised would follow.
a. The people could have talked at length about how much faith they had in God; however,

if they had failed to obey God’s instructions, they would have not taken the city.
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2. Consider how many acts of obedience it took just to get to Jericho.
a. “Moses . . . is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan” (1:2).
b. “Be strong and of a good courage” (1:6).
c. “. . . observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee:

turn not from it to the right hand or to the left” (1:7).
d. “This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day

and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein” (1:8).
e. “. . . be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed” (1:9).
f. Various commands for the crossing of the Jordan (chapters 1, 2, and 3).
g. Various commands concerning the raising up of stones (chapter 4).
h. All were circumcised before coming to Jericho (chapter 5).

3. Consider how many commands they had to obey before God gave them Jericho (chapter 6).
a. Compass the city (6:3).
b. Go around the city once a day (6:3).
c. Do this for six days (six acts of obedience) (6:3).
d. After compassing the city they were to return to camp (6:11).
e. Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets before the ark (6:4).
f. People were not to make any noise with their voice or speak (6:10).
g. Seventh day, compass the city seven times (6:4).
h. The priests shall blow with the trumpets (6:4).
i. A long blast was to be made (6:5).
j. All the people shall shout (6:5).
k. The people shall ascend every man straight before him (6:5).
l. The people were not to take for themselves from the city (6:18).

D. WE ARE SAVED BY FAITH (ROM 5:1; JOHN 3:16-18).
1. Many cannot understand how “salvation is by faith” when there is something for them to do.

a. Yet, the truly spiritual cannot understand how a man can say he has faith without
appropriately manifesting his faith with something to do – James 2:18 “Yea, a man
may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will
shew thee my faith by my works.”

b. Faith avails when it obeys. The walls of Jericho fell “by faith” only after they were
compassed about for seven days.

2. Surely everyone can see the necessity of that kind of faith today.
a. They did not question God’s strange commands.
b. They did exactly as God required.
c. They were blessed for so doing.
d. A clear command (like baptism) was not analyzed to death, to the point where the clear

command was deemed unnecessary, the exact opposite of what God says.
3. Likewise, faith saves us when it moves us to obey God’s commands.

a.  Matthew 7:24 “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I
will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: . . . 26 And every one
that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish
man, which built his house upon the sand:” 

b. Hebrews 5:8 “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he
suffered; 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him;”

c. 1 John 2:3 “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.
4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth
is not in him. 5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in him.”

d. We will either see walled cities through the eyes of faith, or through the eyes of no faith.
God’s people were able to take the land because they had faith to take a walled city.

e. It is ironic that through their lack of faith, the ten spies who gave the evil report, gave as
one of the reasons they could not take the land: “they have walled cities” (Num 13:28).

f. Let us have the kind of faith that moves us to trust and obey God.
E. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES (JOSHUA 6:2,20).

1. God has given to us exceedingly great and precious promises.
2. His promises to us are sure and steadfast (Heb 6:11-18; 10:36; Col 3:24).
3. God has promised to provide care for us (Heb 13:5-6; Phil 4:6-7).


