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Time Would Fail Me to Tell of Samuel

Heb 11:32 (KJV) “And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and
of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:”

I. THE LIFE OF SAMUEL.
A. The picture of the prophet’s position and character which is presented in scripture gives a very high

impression of his loyalty to the LORD, and of the wide influence for good which he exerted.
B. In the portion of the general history of Israel contained in 1 Samuel are narrated: 

1. The circumstances of the future prophet’s birth (chapter 1).
2. His childhood and of the custom of his parents to make annual visits to the sanctuary at

Shiloh (1 Sam 2:11, 1 Sam 2:18-21, 1 Sam 2:26).
3. His vision, and the universal recognition of him as a prophet enjoying the special favor of

the LORD (1 Sam 3 through 1 Sam 4:1). 
4. The narrative is then interrupted to describe the conflicts with the Philistines, the fate of

Eli and his sons, and the capture of the ark of God. It is only after the return of the ark, and
apparently at the close of the 20 years during which it was retained at Kiriath-jearim, that
Samuel again comes forward publicly, exhorting the people to repentance and promising
them deliverance from the Philistines. 

5. A summary narrative is then given of the summoning of a national council at Mizpah, at which
Samuel “judged the children of Israel,” and offered sacrifice to the LORD, and of the
LORD’s response in a great thunderstorm, which led to the defeat and panic-stricken flight
of the Philistines. 

6. Then follows the narrative of the erection of a commemorative stone, or pillar, Eben-ezer,
“the stone of help,” and the recovery of the Israelite cities which the Philistines had captured
(1 Sam 7:5-14). 

7. The historian adds that the Philistines came no more within the border of Israel all the days
of Samuel (1 Sam 7:13); perhaps with an intentional reference to the troubles and disasters
of which this people was the cause in the time of Saul. 

8. A brief general statement is appended of Samuel’s practice as a judge of going on an annual
circuit through the land, and of his home at Ramah (1 Sam 7:15-17).

C. No indication is given of the length of time occupied by these events. At their close, however,
Samuel was an old man, and his sons who had been appointed judges in his place or to help him
in his office proved themselves unworthy (1 Sam 8:1-3). The elders of the people therefore came
to Samuel demanding the appointment of a king who should be his successor, and should judge
in his stead. The request was regarded by the prophet as an act of disloyalty to the LORD, but his
protest was overruled by divine direction, and at Samuel’s bidding the people dispersed (1 Sam
8:4-22).

D. At this point the course of the narrative is again interrupted to describe the family and origin of
Saul.
1. His personal appearance, and the search for the lost asses of his father (1 Sam 9:1-5).
2. His meeting with Samuel in a city in the land of Zuph, in or on the border of the territory of

Benjamin (Zuph is the name of an ancestor of Elkanah, the father of Samuel, in 1 Sam 1:1),
a meeting of which Samuel had received divine pre-intimation (1 Sam 9:15 f).

3. The honorable place given to Saul at the feast; his anointing by Samuel as ruler of Israel,
together with the announcement of three “signs,” which should be to Saul assurances of the
reality of his appointment and destiny.
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4. The spirit of prophecy which took possession of the future king, whereby is explained a
proverbial saying which classed Saul among the prophets; and his silence with regard to what
had passed between himself and Samuel on the subject of the kingdom (1 Sam 9:6 through
10:16).

E. The course of the narrative is resumed at 1 Sam 10:17 ff, where, in a second national assembly
at Mizpah, Saul is selected by lot and accepted by the people as king (1 Sam 10:17-24).
1. After which the people dispersed, and Saul returned to his home at Gibeah (1 Sam 10:25-27).
2. At a solemn assembly at Gilgal, at which the kingship is again formally conferred upon Saul,

Samuel delivered a farewell address to his fellow-countrymen. A thunderstorm terrified the
people; they were reassured, however, by Samuel with promises of the protection and favor
of the LORD, if they continued to fear and serve Him (11:14 through 12:25). 

3. Later the rejection of Saul for disobedience and presumption is announced by Samuel (1 Sam
13:8-15). 

4. The commission to destroy Amalek is delivered to Saul by Samuel; and the rejection of the
king is again pronounced because of his failure to carry out the command.

5. Agag is then slain by Samuel with his own hand; and, the latter having returned to his home
at Ramah, the narrator adds that he remained there in seclusion until the day of his death,
“mourning” for Saul, but refusing to meet him again (1 Samuel 15).

6. Finally the death and burial of Samuel at Ramah, together with the lamentation of the
people for him, are briefly recorded in 1 Sam 25:1, and referred to again in 1 Sam 28:3.

F. Two incidents of Samuel’s life remain, in which he is brought into relation with the future king David.
No indication of date or circumstance is given except that the first incident apparently follows
immediately upon the second and final rejection of Saul as recorded in 1 Samuel 15. 
1. In 1 Sam 16:1-13 is narrated the commission of Samuel to anoint a successor to Saul,

and his fulfillment of the commission by the choice of David the son of Jesse, the
Bethlehemite. 

2. And, in a later chapter (1 Sam 19:18-24), a second occasion is named on which the
compelling spirit of prophecy came upon Saul, and again the proverbial saying, “Is Saul also
among the prophets?” is quoted (1 Sam 19:24; compare 1 Sam 10:11, 1 Sam 10:12), and is
apparently regarded as taking its origin from this event.

G. The anointing of David by Samuel is a natural sequel to his anointing of Saul, when the latter has
been rejected and his authority and rights as king have ceased. 
1. Yet later in the history Samuel is represented as appearing to Saul in a vision at Endor on

the eve of his death (1 Sam 28:11-20). 
2. The witch also sees the prophet and is stricken with fear. He is described as in appearance

an old man “covered with a robe” (1 Sam 28:14). 
3. In characteristically grave and measured tones he repeats the sentence of death against the

king for his disobedience to the LORD, and announces his execution on the morrow; Saul’s
sons also will die with him (1 Sam 8:19), and the whole nation will be involved in the penalty
and suffering, as they all had a part in the sin.

II. CHARACTER AND INFLUENCE OF SAMUEL.
A. The high place which Samuel occupies in the thought of the writers and in the tradition and

esteem of the people is manifest throughout the history. He is the last and greatest of the judges,
the first of the prophets, and inaugurates under divine direction the Israelite kingdom and the
Davidic line.

B. It is not without reason, therefore, that he has been regarded as in dignity and importance
occupying the position of a second Moses in relation to the people. In his exhortations and
warnings the Deuteronomic discourses of Moses are reflected and repeated. He delivers the nation
from the hand of the Philistines, as Moses from Pharaoh and the Egyptians, and opens up for them
a new national era of progress and order under the rule of the kings whom they have desired. 

C. Thus, like Moses, he closes the old order, and establishes the people with brighter prospects upon
more assured foundations of national prosperity and greatness. In nobility of character and
utterance also, and in fidelity to the LORD, Samuel is not unworthy to be placed by the side of the
older lawgiver. The record of his life is not marred by any act or word which would appear
unworthy of his office. And the few references to him in the later literature (Psa 99:6; Jer 15:1;
1 Ch 6:28; 9:22; 11:3; 26:28; 29:29; 2 Ch 35:18) show how high was the estimation in which his
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name and memory were held by his fellow-countrymen in subsequent ages. [Credit: ISBE, Samuel]

III. LESSONS FROM SAMUEL. 
A. MAN CO-OPERATES IN THE GROWING PURPOSE OF GOD.

1. The career of Saul showed the people the folly of wanting a king like other nations. God
hoped to dissuade Israel from a king by showing them the manner of a king (1 Samuel 8:6ff).
But when they kept clamoring for one, God gave them a king that they might learn the folly
and wickedness of the thing asked.

2. The career of David pointed out how God would give them an ideal king and gave them a
higher conception of their coming king.

3. God’s purpose is set forth in both the success and failure of men.
B. GOD’S VICTORIES ARE ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THE DISOBEDIENT AND OBEDIENT

ALIKE.
1. Samuel and David were obedient and were used and saved.
2. Saul was disobedient and was used, but destroyed.
3. Loyal souls aid the final victory then share in the blessing of the victory.
4. Rebellious souls aid the final victory and share in the wrath of the victory.

C. THERE IS NOT ANYTHING THAT WILL TAKE THE PLACE OF OBEDIENCE TO GOD. In 1
Samuel 15:22, Saul thought sacrifice would be just as good.

D. WE MUST REPENT – 1 Samuel 7:3 “And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye
do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from
among you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you
out of the hand of the Philistines.”

E. THE PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN AVAILETH MUCH – 1 Samuel 7:5 “And Samuel said,
Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the LORD.” 1 Samuel 12:19 “And all the
people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the LORD thy God, that we die not: for we
have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.”

F. WE MUST CONFESS OUR SIN – 1 Samuel 7:6 “And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew
water, and poured it out before the LORD, and fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned
against the LORD. And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh.”

G. THE LORD IS OUR HELP – 1 Samuel 7:12 “Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.”

H. WE MUST LIVE RIGHTEOUSLY BEFORE MEN – 1 Samuel 12:3 “Behold, here I am: witness
against me before the LORD, and before his anointed: whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have
I taken? or whom have I defrauded? whom have I oppressed? or of whose hand have I received
any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and I will restore it you.”

I. WE MUST SERVE THE LORD – 1 Samuel 12:24 “Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with
all your heart; for consider how great things he hath done for you.”

J. TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE – 1 Samuel 15:22-23 “And Samuel said, Hath the LORD
as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.”

K. WE MUST PUT AWAY WHAT THE LORD HAS PUT AWAY – 1 Samuel 15:26 “And Samuel said
unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD
hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.”

L. WE MUST NOT PRESUME TO FIND GOOD IN WHAT THE LORD HATES – 1 Samuel 15:33 “And
Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women childless, so shall thy mother be childless among
women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.”

M. SAMUEL DID NOT HATE THE MAN, ONLY THE SIN – 1 Samuel 15:35 “And Samuel came no
more to see Saul until the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul: and the Lord
repented that he had made Saul king over Israel.”

N. IT IS THE HEART OF MAN – 1 Samuel 16:7 “But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not
as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”


