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By Faith Abraham
Heb 11:8 (KJV) “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.”

I. “BY FAITH ABRAHAM, WHEN HE WAS CALLED TO GO OUT.”
A. Throughout Hebrews 11 we find people acting in faith after God has expressed his will

to them. In our text Abraham was called to go out. It is important to understand that we
cannot act by faith unless God first speaks. Had God not told Abraham to go out,
Abraham could not have gone out by faith in God and in what God told him to do. This
seems so self-evident, yet, the religious world is consumed with saying that anything and
everything, from going on trips to specific locations, to acquiring a particular job, is all
done in faith even when God has not spoken one word to them about the place they
are to go or the job they are to take. In contrast, Abraham was told of a place and Noah
was given a job to do. You doing something by faith means that God has spoken to
you.

B. Gen 12:1-4 (KJV) “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee: 2 And I will
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 4 So Abram departed, as the
LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five
years old when he departed out of Haran.”

C. Isa 41:2 (KJV) “Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot,
gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to
his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow.”

D. Isa 51:2 (KJV) “Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called
him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.”

E. Acts 7:2-4 (KJV) “And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory
appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in
Charran, 3 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
come into the land which I shall show thee. 4 Then came he out of the land of the
Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he
removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell.”

II. “INTO A PLACE WHICH HE SHOULD AFTER RECEIVE FOR AN INHERITANCE.”
A. The promise of inheritance is sure, however, the promise of inheritance is conditional.

Let us learn that had Abraham weighed the words of God and refused to “go out,” the
inheritance would not be received. Furthermore, history has shown us that as the Jewish
nation tread upon their covenant with God, God allowed them to be carried into captivity
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refusing to allow them to live in the land which he promised to the faithful.
B. Gen 13:15-17 (KJV) “For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy

seed for ever. 16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 17 Arise, walk
through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.”

C. Gen 15:7-8 (KJV) “And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the
Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 8 And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall
I know that I shall inherit it?”

D. Exo 23:22 (KJV) “But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then
I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries.”

E. Deu 4:1 (KJV) “Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the
judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess
the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.”

F. Deu 7:9 (KJV) “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments
to a thousand generations;”

G. Deu 7:12-13 (KJV) “Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments,
and keep, and do them, that the LORD thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and
the mercy which he sware unto thy fathers: 13 And he will love thee, and bless thee,
and multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn,
and thy wine, and thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land
which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee.”

H. Deu 11:26-28 (KJV) “Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; 27 A
blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you
this day: 28 And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God,
but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, which
ye have not known.”

I. Jer 7:3-7 (KJV) “Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and
your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 4 Trust ye not in lying words,
saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, are
these. 5 For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute
judgment between a man and his neighbour; 6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the
fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after
other gods to your hurt: 7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that
I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.”

III. SINCE NOT EVEN IN THE DAYS OF JOSHUA DID GOD’S PEOPLE RECEIVE THE
INHERITANCE OF REST, THE PROMISED REST STILL REMAINS.
A. Hebrews 4:8 (KJV) “For if Jesus (Joshua) had given them rest, then would he not

afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people
of God.”

B. Any spiritual New Testament understanding overrides any physical Old Testament
understanding. Any land promise has been superceded/replaced by a greater blessing.

C. The Hebrew letter must be consulted (Hebrews 3:8-4:1). Those who try to understand the
word of God with a purely physical eye, rather than a spiritual eye, will always be
disadvantaged in understanding the promises of God. 

D. For instance, the only way to understand the perpetual or “forever” nature of the promised
land is to realize that heaven is the promise land (Hebrews 4:8-11).

E. To understand the “forever” nature of the covenant of circumcision is to understand that
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the real circumcision is the circumcision of the heart (Romans 2:28-29).
F. Was the glorious blessing of inheritance realized only in the physical? That is, after one

receives the physical promise of inheritance, is that it, is there no more (Hebrews 9:25)?
G. Did Abraham ever realize his inheritance? Where, really, is Abraham’s inheritance? Is it

on Earth?

IV. “OBEYED; AND HE WENT OUT, NOT KNOWING WHITHER HE WENT.”
A. The clear teaching in both the Old Testament and the New is that man’s obedience is

essential when it comes to God’s dealings with man. In the preceding passages, we have
seen that the reception of the inheritance was conditioned upon the faithful response
of those who received the promise. Hebrews 11:8 teaches that by faith Abraham obeyed.

B. There are a significant number of denominations who teach that salvation is not
conditioned upon obedience to the Gospel. They teach that salvation (receiving the
inheritance of heaven) is dependent upon God and God alone (God choosing who will be
saved), independent of man’s obedience to the Gospel. If you say to them that man must
obey the gospel to be saved (receive the inheritance), they will categorically deny that the
reception of the gift of God (salvation) is conditioned upon man doing what God tells him
to do to be saved. Even after conceding that many passages in the Old Testament teach
that blessings and salvation from God are dependant upon man’s obedience to the word
of God, they are not willing to make the same concession in the New Testament.

C. How can anyone miss the clear implication of “by faith Abraham . . . obeyed”? A major
thrust of Hebrews 11 is that by faith the righteous do something, and that if they had not
done something, they would not be examples for us to follow.
1. By faith Abel offered.
2. By faith Noah prepared an ark.
3. By faith Abraham obeyed and went out.
4. By faith Abraham sojourned.
5. By faith Abraham offered Isaac.
6. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob.
7. By faith Moses forsook Egypt.
8. By faith they passed through the Red Sea.
9. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven

days, etc.
D. Gen 22:18 (KJV) “And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because

thou hast obeyed my voice.”
E. Rom 10:16 (KJV) “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who

hath believed our report?”
F. Heb 5:9 (KJV) “And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto

all them that obey him.”
G. James 2:14-16 (KJV) “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath

faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and
destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed
and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body;
what doth it profit?”

H. 1 Pet 1:22 (KJV) “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart
fervently.”

I. 1 Pet 4:17 (KJV) “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God:
and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”


