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TIME WOULD FAIL ME TO TELL OF GEDEON
Heb 11:32 (KJV) “And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak,
and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets.”

I. ACCOUNT OF GIDEON’S DELIVERANCE OF ISRAEL. 
A. Gideon, whose home was at Ophrah, was the fifth recorded judge of Israel. His father, Joash, was

an idolater sacrificing to Baal like many in the tribe of Manasseh. Because God’s people had turned
away from serving God, they suffered at the hand of the Midianites who had gradually encroached
on the territory of Israel, coming first as marauders and pillagers at the time of the harvests, but later
forcibly taking possession of lands. The Israelites, lacking in the spirit of national unity which rendered
them unable to muster an effective defense, for seven years were driven to dens, caves and rocky
strongholds for safety (Judges 6:2). It is after these seven years of invasions that Gideon comes upon
the scene.

B. Gideon has suffered at the hands of the Midianites along with his kinsmen, having to take his own
little harvest to a secret place for threshing that it might escape the greed of the Midianites. It is while
he is secretly threshing that he is surprised by a visit from the Lord in the form of an angel. It is
notable that his call found him with no inclination to deliver and only his conviction that the command
was of God persuading him to assume leadership.

C. Gideon is first commissioned to destroy the altars of Baal set up by his father at Ophrah and to build
an altar to the Lord at the same place and there to offer one of his father’s bullocks as a sacrifice
(6:25ff). Taking ten men, under the cover of darkness, Gideon does as commanded (6:27). The
morning revealed his work and visited upon him the wrath of the people of Ophrah who demanded
that Joash, his father, put his son to death. Joash responded that a god should be able to plead his
own cause when Joash answered the people, “Why should the people plead for Baal?” His father’s
defense gained for Gideon the name Jerubbaal – “Let Baal plead.”

D. We are not told the details of how Gideon assembled his army save for what we know about him
sending messengers throughout the land (6:34ff). While waiting in a camp pitched near the
Midianites, Gideon tested his commission by the dry and wet fleece, and, convinced of God’s purpose
to save Israel by his leadership, he moves his camp to the south east edge of the plain of Jezreel
nearby the spring of Harod where the army of 32,000 men are reduced to three hundred before the
battle with the Midianites. Gideon is further assured when by night he went to the edge of the camp
of his enemy and there heard the telling and interpretation of a dream which greatly encouraged him
to strike an immediate blow (7:9ff). 

E. Dividing his men into three equal bands, Gideon arranges that with trumpets, and lights concealed
in pitchers, and with the cry, “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon,” they shall descend and charge
the Midianites simultaneously from three sides. This stratagem for concealing his numbers and for
terrifying the enemy succeeds, and the Midianites and their allies flee in disorder toward the Jordan
(7:18ff). The rout was complete, and the victory was intensified by the fact that in the darkness the
enemy turned their swords against one another.

II. LESSONS FROM GIDEON.
A. Many times it has been the case that the one spiritually blessed does not realize how close he is to

God because he lacks material prosperity. Often we do not realize our own potential in service to
God. We convince our self that we are not the one for the job.
1. Exo 3:11 (KJV) “And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that

I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?”
2. 2 Sam 7:18 (KJV) “Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, Who am

I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?”
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3. 1 Sam 9:21 (KJV) “And Saul answered and said, Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the
tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? wherefore
then speakest thou so to me?”

B. Gideon destroyed the altar of Baal. It is important to understand that the world will hate the righteous
for their deeds.
1. Mat 10:22 (KJV) “And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to

the end shall be saved.”
2. Mat 24:9 (KJV) “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be

hated of all nations for my name’s sake.”
3. John 15:8 (KJV) “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my

disciples.”
4. John 17:14 (KJV) “I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they

are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.” 
C. Reformation begins with the destruction of evil. Gideon’s first work is to destroy the altar and idol of

false worship. Evil must be exposed, challenged, resisted, overthrown. Sin must be rebuked.
1. Rom 6:6 (KJV) “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might

be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.”
2. Eph 4:22 (KJV) “That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is

corrupt according to the deceitful lusts.”
3. Titus 1:13 (KJV) “This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound

in the faith.”
4. Titus 2:15 (KJV) “These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man

despise thee.”
5. 2 Tim 4:2 (KJV) “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort

with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
D. Gideon’s reforming work is not complete when he has thrown down the emblems and instruments

of idolatry. This is but half his work. He must next erect an altar to the true God and sacrifice thereon.
1. Col 3:1-2 (KJV) “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ

sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth.”

E. We must understand that the work may be suffering through excess in numbers of those laborers
whose character and method of work are not of the highest order.
1. Mat 22:14 (KJV) “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
2. John 6:66 (KJV) “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with

him.”
F. The imposing appearance of too great numbers may lead us to neglect the aid of God.

1. Judg 7:2 (KJV) “And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many
for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying,
Mine own hand hath saved me.”

2. Deu 8:17-18 (KJV) “And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath
gotten me this wealth. 18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth
thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers,
as it is this day.”

G. The church may be better served not by more sermons, but better; not by more work, but by better;
better ministers, teachers, elders, missionaries, workers.
1. Mark 12:43 (KJV) “And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto

you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury.”
H. Gideon had faith, but let us not be mistaken about what faith is. Faith is such an entire trust in the

word of God that it produces obedience to that word, whatever it requires. But we must not mistake
our own fancy, or our own wishes, or our own opinion, for the word of God. Had Gideon rushed down
upon the Midianites on an unfounded belief that God had sent him, instead of admiring his faith, we
would laugh at his foolishness and pity his fanaticism. It is because his course was founded upon the
clear and distinct word of God that it is held up to us as an object of admiration and imitation.

I. We are not told that the three hundred were mighty men of valor; we are told that they could hold a
torch and a pitcher and that they were not afraid.

J. When Gideon’s men became faint, they learned that they were not less effectual. What they lacked
in strength God supplied in power.


