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BY FAITH NOAH
I. “BY FAITH NOAH” – Heb. 11:7 (KJV) “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen

as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he
condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.”
A. “BEING WARNED.”

1. As in the previous lessons on faith from Hebrews 11, we see that the reason or the

ground of faith is based upon God revealing something to man – “By faith Noah,

being warned.” It could not be said that Noah prepared an ark by faith had God not

first told Noah what to do. 

2. It is important to understand that God has warned and still warns (Gen. 6:13; Gen.
19:14; Ex. 9:18-21; 1 Cor. 10:11; Rev. 3:1-3). When Noah was warned, in a very real
sense Noah prepared more than an Ark by faith; he prepared his life.

3. Peter uses impending destruction as a motivation for Christians to consider how
they are to live their lives. By faith, Christians must look at what God has revealed
about the destruction of the world and then live their lives righteously. 2 Pet 3:10-12
(KJV) “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11 Seeing

then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye

to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12 Looking for and hasting unto the
coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat?”

4. As God pronounces judgment upon the world and prepares to destroy it with a flood,
we find encouraging words concerning Noah: “But Noah found grace in the eyes of
the Lord” – Gen. 6:8. We need to find grace in the eyes of the Lord.
a. Not because we face the threat of a worldwide flood.

(1) After Noah and his family were saved from the flood, God promised He
would never again destroy the world in such a manner – Gen. 9:8-11.

(2) The rainbow is a constant reminder of God’s promise – Gen. 9:12-17.
b. BUT BECAUSE WE FACE THE PROMISE OF THE END OF THE WORLD!

(1) Peter reminds us that just as the world was once destroyed by water, so

it shall be destroyed by fire when Jesus returns – 2 Pet. 3:3-13.
(2) In view of this promise, Peter calls upon us to “be diligent to be found by

Him in peace, without spot and blameless” – 2 Pet. 3:14.
(a) Just as Noah “found grace in the eyes of the Lord”. . .
(b) So we need to be “found of Him in peace, without spot, and

blameless.”
(3) Is this not simply another way of saying that we, like Noah, need to find
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grace in the eyes of the Lord?
(4) Indeed, it is! When the end of the world comes, we had better be in a

condition where we too find grace in the eyes of the Lord! Otherwise, we
will be like those left outside of the ark when the floods came!

B. “OF THINGS NOT YET SEEN.”

1. Everything that Noah did, he did simply because God said do it. He had no other
“reason” to believe that in 120 years (Gen 6:3) there would be a deluge covering the
earth. He had no reason to believe that all men would be destroyed. It is unthinkable
to believe it unless God tells him. What calculations could he make? What indicators
were present? Even a history dating to the beginning of time of there not being a
flood spoke against a flood occurring. Noah believed in that which was “not seen

as yet.”
2. “Everything which Noah did in reference to the threatened deluge, was done in virtue

of simple faith or belief of what God said. It was not because he could show from the
course of events that things were tending to such a catastrophe; or because such an
event had occurred before, rendering it probable that it would be likely to occur
again; or because this was the common belief of men, and it was easy to fall into this
himself. It was simply because God had informed him of it, and he put unwavering
reliance on the truth of the divine declaration.” Barnes

3. His faith in what God told him to do led him to prepare an ark. It is interesting

that the word “prepare” is used instead of the word “build.” The word prepare

means more than just build. Under the listing for the word “prepare,” W.E. Vine’s
Expository Dictionary says, <Verb, 2680, kataskeuazo> “to prepare, make ready”
(kata, used intensively, skeue, “equipment”), is so translated in Mat 11:10; Mar 1:2;
Luk 1:17; Luk 7:27; Heb 9:2 . . .” The idea is to put in readiness/equip. Putting in
readiness might include:
a. Building the ark, the likes of which probably had never been seen or needed

before.
b. The gathering of all the future occupants of the ark.
c. The gathering, preparing and storing of provisions.

C. “TO THE SAVING OF HIS HOUSE.”

1. The text reads “moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house.”

The word translated fear in our text is “eulabeia.” It is not the general word “phobos”
(that which causes flight from) from which we get the word “phobia.” The word
“eulabeia” is a mingling of fear and love – “that mingled fear and love which,
combined, constitute the piety of man toward God; the OT places its emphasis on
the fear, the NT . . . on the love, though there was love in the fear of God’s saints
then, as there must be fear in their love now” (Trench, Syn, xlviii). This holy
trepidation, reverence, and godly fear leads men to God.

2. Had Noah not had faith in God, who can believe that he would have been moved
with fear to prepare an ark that his house would be saved? Throughout Hebrews 11,
do not fail to see that those who are held up as examples of faith, acted upon

their faith. Their faith was manifested by appropriate, God-approved action. Without
such action faith does not exist.

3. “THE SAVING OF HIS HOUSE” – 1 Pet 3:20 (KJV) “Which sometime were
disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.”
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II. HOW WE CAN FIND GRACE IN THE EYES OF THE LORD?

A. WE MUST BE “JUST” IN HIS SIGHT.
1. Fortunately, the good news of the gospel is that God sent Christ in order to make us

“just” (righteous, forgiven) in His sight – Rom. 5:8-9.
2. This blessing is available to all who demonstrate true faith in Jesus – Rom. 3:24-26.
3. Being justified, we can have peace with God (concerning which Peter wrote) – Rom.

5:1; cf. 2 Pet. 3:14.

B. WE MUST BE “PERFECT” IN OUR GENERATION.
1. That is, to be complete, mature, to be everything God desires of us.
2. Again, the good news of the gospel of Christ is that God has provided the necessary

elements for us to be “perfect”!
a. The blood of Christ, to cleanse us of our sins – 1 John 1:7-9.
b. The Word of God, to guide us to completion – 2 Tim. 3:16-17.
c. The strength of the Spirit, to help us in our struggles – Eph. 3:16; Rom. 8:13.
d. The providence of God, who will work with us and lead us to victory – 2 Thes.

3:3; 1 Pet. 5:10.

C. WE MUST “WALK WITH GOD.”
1. Of course, this would mean that we can “no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles

walk . . .” – cf. Eph. 4:17-20.
2. Rather, it requires that we be “followers of God as dear children” (Eph. 5:1), and that

we:
a. “Walk in love” – Eph. 5:2.
b. “Walk as children of light,” exposing the sins of darkness – Eph. 5:8-11.
c. “Walk as wise,” with an understanding of what the Lord’s will is – Eph. 5:15-17.

D. WE MUST “DO ALL THAT THE LORD HAS COMMANDED.”
1. Observing not just “some” things, but “all” things – cf. Mt. 28:20.
2. For in so doing, we demonstrate our faith to be “a living faith” – cf. James 2:17,24,26.

E. WE MUST BE “PREACHERS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.”
1. It is God’s will that we “proclaim the praises of Him,” which would include His

righteousness – cf. 1 Pet. 2:9.
2. This can be done most vividly by example, in living transformed lives – cf. Rom.

12:1-2.

III. FINAL THOUGHTS.
A. God does not want anyone to perish in the great conflagration that is yet to come, but He

does require all to come to repentance – 2 Pet. 3:9; Acts 17:30-31.
B. And when we turn from sin and turn to God, what do we find? The same thing Noah and

his family found: “grace in the eyes of the Lord!”
C. Speaking of the salvation of Noah should remind us of the comparison Peter makes

between Noah’s salvation and our own . . . 
1. I.e., the part baptism serves in our salvation – 1 Pet. 3:20-21.
2. Just as God used the element of water to save Noah from a wicked world, so in His

grace God utilizes water in our salvation through the blood of Jesus!
D. If you have not done so, why not find favor in God’s sight by being baptized for the

remission of your sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16)? Then, as we look forward to the coming of the
Lord in which He will usher in “the new heavens and new earth,” give special heed to the
words of Peter: “Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that
ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless” – 2 Pet. 3:14.


