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.. WHEN PHARAOH SAW THAT THERE WAS RESPITE •• 

I. PHARAOH CHANGED HIS ACTIONS FOUR TIMES, BUT NOT ONE TIME DOES THE BIBLE SAY HE 
REPENTED. 
A. Fear is often associated with repentance, and rightly so. Fear of suffering the consequences for our 

behavior is a strong motivator to repent/change. But, there is a difference between the soul 
overwhelmed with fear modifying their actions, and the soul moved by fear who has willed with 
determined commitment to change. 

B. Fear kept Pharaoh in line. When the fear abated, "repentance" slackened. 
1. Frogs- Exo 8:8 (KJV) "Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Entreat the LORD, 

that he may take away the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let the people go, that 
they may do sacrifice unto the LORD." Exo 8:15 (KJV) "But when Pharaoh saw that there was 
respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said." 

2. Hail- Exo 9:27-28 (KJV) "And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto 
them, I have sinned this time: the LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 28 Entreat 
the LORD (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings and hail; and I will let you 
go, and ye shall stay no longer." Exo 9:34-35 (KJV) "And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the 
hail and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his 
servants. 35 And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither would he let the children of Israel 
go; as the LORD had spoken by Moses." r · 

3. Locusts- Exo 10:16-17 (KJV) "Then Pharaoh calle'tffor Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, 
I have sinned against the LORD your God, and against you. 17 Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, 
my sin only this once, and entreat the LORD your God, that he may take away from me this death 
only." Exo 10:20 (KJV) "But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the 
children of Israel go." 

4. Firstborn- Exo 12:31 (KJV) "And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and 
get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, 
as ye have said." Exo 14:5 (KJV) "And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the 
heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we 
done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?" 

II. PHARAOH NEEDED TO LEARN THAT REPENTANCE IS NOT JUST SAYING, "I WILL JUST SIMPLY 
CHANGE MY ACTIONS." IT IS DEEP AND RADICAL. 
A. You may say, "I will just simply change my actions," but, Biblical repentance is more than just a change 

of ones actions. Repentance is that change of a sinner's mind which leads him to turn from his evil ways 
and live. The change manifested in repentance is so deep and radical as to effect the whole spiritual 
nature and to involve the entire personality. It is a new mind-set. 

B. It involves ones feelings, but it is more than feelings. It is an awareness, an awakening, a powerful 
persuasion. Repentance is more than just an acknowledgment of sin, it is acknowledgment coupled 
with a resolution, determination and choosing to change. 

C. When a person Biblically repents he can truthfully say, "I am not like that anymore." The repentance 
or change is so deep and radical that it is likened unto putting something to death. The Biblical teaching 
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is that this is not a peaceful euthanasia. Do not miss the intensity and violence of this teaching; this 
teaching is saying that you are murdering your "members which are upon the earth." 

D. You are a murderer, a killer, focused on killing all those things in your life which jeopardizes your 
soul. You now take the offensive; you go on the attack. And having done so, all can see that you have 
indeed (in your deeds) repented. 

E. If you want to repent and come to God on any other terms, five things are certain: 
1. You are mocking the power of sin. 
2. You are not sincere. 
3. You are lying about wanting to change. 
4. You are doomed to returning to sin, 
5. God will not accept you until you take repentance seriously. 

Ill. PHARAOH HIMSELF DID NOT CHANGE. 
A. The change that we are talking about is not in the twinkling of an eye at the last trump, but occurs while 

we are still in this present world. Furthermore, the change of which we are speaking does not occur in 
the world around us, but in the being in us. 

B. When we decide to follow Jesus, "things" will have to change. 
1. Luke 19:8 "And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 

give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him 
fourfold." 

2. Saul's change was so remarkable, it was hard to believe it was the same man. Acts 9:20-21"And 
straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 21 But all that heard 
him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in 
Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?" 

3. Mat 3:7-9 "But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said 
unto them, 0 generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring 
forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children 
unto Abraham." 

C. The Prodigal Son reached a point where he said that things just had to change. Luke 15:17 "And when 
he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger!" """r 

D. Help me change. 
1. Start a positive course of action. (Stop/start) 
2. Say, "I am not like that anymore," and mean it. 
3. Let people know where you stand. 
4. Do not be ashamed. 

IV. PHARAOH TURNED BACK TO HIS OLD WAYS. Consider these admonitions about turning back. 
A. 2 Pet 2:21-22 (KJV) "For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, 

after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22 But it is happened 
unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was 
washed to her wallowing in the mire." 

B. Rev 2:10 (KJV) "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of 
you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life." 

C. 2 Tim 4:10 (KJV) "For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto 
Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia." 

D. Luke 9:62 (KJV) "And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God." 

E. This is why the whole process is spoken of in terms of death. 
1. We are dead to sin (Romans 6:3-4). 
2. We mortify our old way of life (Colossians 3:5) . 
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